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ffjfiitiilfffiliifci - of t&o sro<v» 

ago 37/30 I 5^,7” 1 l>ltto grooii oyot, brown 
early balrs ollsi woU odueatod. npoaltn nony 
langtiagoif OoaMi« Pbliabt Troncb. BngUtii« 
bas 8000 Knovlo4fo of IbaXUa. 

Very clovor,lciiov8 bow to uoo bis strong Mraonality. 
oof InltoXy a sen of aetloa, bas a wery strong 
aseondaniy over tbo wbolo groan wboe bis 
worn is law. 

snoabs very fiooly of tbo Jowlsb probloe but 
boooae very rotloont wboa spoablng of bis own 
past. Vary strongly antt-Britii^* 

Hlgnuiii of Oonsin/PoUsb oxtraetlont osoapon 
to PALSSTIIIS at 'too boglmting of too xnolai 
porsoeutlon after spending sose tine Into an 
Intommont easf » oanagod to rotum to oontrai 
surope 800b alter too Oorsen oollapso* 

Most probably an oxoeatlvo of too JSWI3R 
PALSSTIIIB eoioiiTins. 

3. CAN70M1, a Hoaan lawyer, bead of too Italian 

' Jewish 0OQ8sanlty« In obargo wlto too negotiations 
wlto too nrltlto and Italian dowomnents. 

3. MAHCir, a woaltoy boean Jew, a^bor of too MAHON 
family loaders of too Jowisb eoaraualty of TRIPOLI 
of ijIu. 

4. Signora nA060% a blonde, good looblng woman 
from MILANO, sbpposod owner of too 

5. FrateiXi MARObOOl, sbippers of toe boat, wlto 
offices at SAVONA. 

6. BAHQIAOOHI, owner of toe abipyard of toe same 
name at LA SPSIA, arrested by toe British and 
presently Jailed at GISNOA. 

7. Oaptain PARIPGNg, ugo - sbippor Of too vws 
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1. A mixed lot, auBiljerlng over 13 huadrod. All young, 
mostly Iti their twenties, the majority men* 

Ihey come from all parts of eeatral surope, the 
largest imcieus ia formed hy Poles, the rest are 
Qermans or Aus^lan^wlth a small pereentage of 
Humanlansand Hungarian^. 

Ihe average Is v||r poofly dressed, hut they all 
look well fed and^ #iry good phlsleal oeaditlons. 
A sturdy lot that ean gives a lot of tVodkie should 
0m sti^ measure he taken to st<^ ttiln fra 
rawdng for Palestine. 

2 . 

Ihe a motor hoat of about 800 tons, 

re Gently hullt at (PlSGlUA, registered at 
SAVGUA In 12ie name of Mrs. OACGO*. Passengers 
aceomsdatlons are very poor and ^e ship is 
totally unfit to oarry over 300 or 400 people 
at the most. The ship speed is little over 
six Knots in favourable wheather oonditieiui* 

Mavlng the Italian Authorities refuseh to great 
shipping oertlfioates for over six hundred and 
fifty passengers a not motor boat, the **raX08** 
haa arrived at PIHMi;x PIEU and will take aboard 
the rest. 

Ihe FgMXCfi a sister ship of tho ms is also 
roistered at SAVOjgA am managod by tho samo 
Stappers. 

AOGording to ourremt nwidlw the iiewiini Oommittoo 
owns f#tr more of the nme typo of tho 
two BH^Iloned abo#. 
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" - ' V 'it Jivji 

A Gommittee.GOBQ^ed by Fiyaidlllf, two dootors 
and the ** ingegneri**iruna the life of i^e 
community wia4ohMi»c«uii on military linos. 
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Die organization Is almost perfect. After reveille 
BO one Is allowed to remain on the ships, which 
are used only as sleeping quarters. 
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Thd meals ara prepared and consumed on the pier. 
SpeoiaX squads attend to the cleaning of the ships 
the pier. 

Washing and sanitary facilities have been installed. 
Medical attention la provided hy two Jewish doctors. 
Everything and everybody looica neat and clean. Since 
the Italian authorities have suspended policing the 
pier* the Jews have their own guards at the ^te and 
no one Is allowed to enter the pier without the 
authorisation of the committee. Hegular passes are 
Issued dally to those who want to go to LA 3PEZIA. 

A PosWOffiee has been set up and a special post- 
mark is being used. 

me meals* three a day* are good and substantial* 
and are prepared mostly with fresh supply bought 
at LA SPS2IA. The sigarettes Isuued are of British 
or French make* *^e latter bear the marking* in 
French, ”for prisoner of war 
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me whole group arrived at LA SP^XA on a convoy 
Composed of trucks belonging to the PALB3TIHS 
At present the only mean of conveyanco is a small 
truck provided by the British authorities. 



6* Finances 

Mon^ seems plentiful* is provided by Avvocate 
OAH^Ii the main sdbserlber la ths JBWX^ AUmCAir 
JOINT OOUMITTNN* who has also sent on the a4 April 
a large supply of elothlng. 



7. 



ISIHHA help in the form of a refugee camp and oash 
has been turned down and so local offers of food 
and clothing. 

me only things accepted were two trucks load of 
flour* Jewish bread and wine, cognac sent from 
CASEBTA HQ. and money - mostly american bllls- 
and cigarettes offered by American officers and 
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Jouniallsts . 

c. HwetlQiia of th8 BrtUati autHorltHi 9M ttw ItaltWMl. 

1. !Di 9 British, who at first showed a veiy stiff 

attitude and seemed determined to prevent the 
sailing of the at any coat, since the 

intervention of Mr. LA3KI have talcen the role 
of passive ohservers. A captain of the FSS has 
been left to LA 3FBZXA to watch for future 
develojaienta • 

Ihe <7ewish committee feels sure that, should 
the British aovemment refuse to legalise the 
F£Dfi departure, no action. If will he 
taken until the ship enters the pawtxhi! waters. 

Ihe measures taken oy the British were the 
following f 

a. A captain of the FSS came from QMQk on or about 
the 5 of April, tried with the help of the Xtalisn 
Police to seize all f oodstaff stored on hoard the 
FBDB and have the leaders and the ship crow arrested. 
After hours of discussion gave up the idiole scheme, 
hut before leaving went over ^e BAROXAOORX shipyai^ 
confiscated about six trucks* loads of foodstuff 
belonging to the Jews, arrested the shipyard owner 
and took him to OBHOA. 

h. Tliree days later a Oaptaln of the Jritlai Navy 
arrived on hoard the FBP5 wl^ twenty sailors, the 
party was armed with automatio weap^ and two 
ulQs. They occupied the deok and the engliies room, 
seized all charts and nautloal Instrumehts, then 
the officer gave orders to everybody to come on 
hoard as the Pm was going to sail at mo for 
CHIAVAHX iSsre a refugees omup had been set up for 
the emigrants. 

Having met with a most determined refusal on the 
part of the committee and realizing that the 
carrying out of his plan would have caused much 
bloodshed, left after a few hours. 

2, The Italian authorities have tried to please both 
parties and naturally made some blowers. 








a. wiisn Vx$ coxmy was eaptursd Uy ths Italian 
Police at 3AKZANA and talcen to PIRfiLLl PIEH all 
toe emigrants were loofced In VX9 plsr, tne whole 
area heavily policed and all the shiip-crew put 
under house^-arrest, 

to. After the arrival of the British authorities 
the police acted only according their orders. 

0 . The Italian Navy then intervenedt ”Wie SKlpper 
FAHIBGHS was approached toy an officer of Admiral 
MAUaSBZ*s staff and asked to have ^ ship engines 
satootaged. Having the Skipper refused* a party of 
officers came on hoard for Inspeotlon on the 
following day and one of them managed to steal 
away with a fuel pim^ and one Injector. The damage 
however was readly repalred,as on the same evening 
a ear was despattdied to Genoa to touy replacements 
for the parts stolen. This incident caused a lot 
of resentment and a strong lettor of protest was 
sent toy PliLSIlAim to OS OOUm'M. The Navy Minister 
answer* a long telegram expressing the Qovemmmrt 
regrets for what had occurred and their sympathy 
for the Jewish cause* although not yet delivered 
to FSUMANN* toy order of Admiral MAOam* has toeen 
made known to the committee toy an officer of the 
Admiralty. 

d. A few days before Saster a representative of 
the Admiralty has api.in approached the FSDB Skipper 
with the offer of another empleyement for him and 
his crew and seme kind of premltom if they^Xl 
leave the ship. The offer has toeen turned down. 




1. The whole population Is full of aympethy for 
the Jews and should anything happen it is certain 
that they will toe given all kind of help. 

2. Although all the political parties have sent 
words of sympathy and offers to help* the only 
frequent callers to the pier are representative 
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of tho COBiunls'l Party. 

On Saater Monday Joda PBLEMANN and fifty Jowa 
want ovar to LA 3PB2IA as official repraaantatlvea 
of the "PEDE” to a Ooaunlst caramony. On tnalr return 
to tne ship a Comunlst demonstration tooK place on 
the pier •Impro vised hy the 300 or so people who had 
escorted haoK the Jewish party* with party's flags 
and hand. A couple of speaehes were ni^e hy the 
Italians on the rights of the oppreaaedt freedom 
aects. , followed hy a mass sln^ng of the"red-flag. 
After Feldmann words of thanKs and gratitude for 
Italian hospitality, the meetlhg was called of. 
Ineldentaliy, the Commiasario POlltlcc of LA SPEZIA 
(;^ue8tura, well known for his leftist loaning la 
one of FEumKH good friends. 



II. cfcpteiB rmTxm. antpinr of tti. "fbbp »tetw»wit. 

A. FtnaiM I 
FADIDOgE. Mgo : 

ftt Angelo and fu Qaterlna GQL017Ot 
horn at LEaiOI. U SPEZIA, 1S9C| 

5'T*3 hrown hair and eyes; slim; wide scar on 

the left (dieeh; 

married, two ohlldrenf 

addreaai LEEICl f 

religion t oathoilei 

politics t well known antl«*fa8elat, a member 
of the Demo-Chriatian Party. 



Marr^tivo 




Aooordlng to FAnXhGRS , none of the imhNr or^^ 
had any knowledge of the Shippers plana for the 
trip. 

Before leaving onEQLXA there had heen rumours 
that the FEDE was going to he used for the 
repatratlon of I.P.W. from north Africa* hut the 
only instructions he had reoeiwod* from the shippers 
before sailing was to go to LA 3PMZXA and wait there 
for orders. 
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Cn tha following day the ship was aoorad at th« 

PIHELLI PIflH, halonging to the Royal Na^r# and 
wortanan of tho BAROIACCHI*® shipyard startod at 
once to erect slefping berths. 

Three days later a convoy of British Trucks loaded 
with foodstaff , mostly army rations arrived at the 
plan part of the load was talcen on hoard, the rest 
was stored at BAEOIAGCHI’s shipyard. The two of fleers, 
who were wearing British uniforms and the insignia 
of the FAi^TXNB BT, in charge of the oonvoy never 
gave any informations and left as soon as the vehielss 
had been unloaded. 

Italian Poliee Intervention. 

Oa the 31 March a Captain of the FINAK2A Inspected 
the FKBS and as the Skipper could not offer any 
satisfactory explanation for the large amount of 
allied rations found and for the works that had 
been carried out, seized all the materloX and 
gave the order that no one was to leave the ship 
until some orders from CASMTA alliBD HQ. had 
been received. 

In the evening a strong police force arrived on th# 
spot. 

3 * at Jil 

on the 3, April, late in the aftemoon^ two allied 
officer, wearing ^e British uniform, arrived at 
the pier on a Jeep. Went on board the PHIB and told 
the Skipper te get ready to take on board about 
one thousand people. 

TO the Poliee Officer they told briefly that they 
had orders from OASBRTA and all ths official papers 
including the passengers* list was in '^e hads of 
the oonvoy commander. The Police Officer not knowing 
what to do, asked the two to accompany him to 
USPE2IA and make together a phone call to OASBRTA 
Allied Hq., at first the two agreed, but as soon 
as the vehicle was out of the pier gates, the 
Italian was thrown out of the car which disappeared 
in the dark. 

Later in the night the rumour was spread that a 
large convoy of Germans and memebrs of the SAM 
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heading for U 3PS2IA, had been captured by the 
Police near 3AR2ANA, 

Little after daybrb^c, about twenty truelM, 
escorted by ^eeps and police oars, entered the 

? ier, unloaded their passengers, well over a 
housand people and left almost at once, Ihe 
trucks* of British make* bore the markings of the 
PALESTINE BT. 

The Police authorities* not knowing what to do, 
ordered everybody on board and reiforced the 
armed watch on the pier. 

4. British intervention 

Early afternoon a Sgt. of the F3S arrived, but 
did net stay long. Left with the promise that 
an officer would soon be dawn to straighten 
matters out. 

A Lt. and two sgts. * also of the P33, were on 
board on the followli^ ffloming* and they informed 
the Jewish leaders that all foodstuff was going 
to be oonfl seated . Further* transportation would 
be provided by the British authorities to take 
the emigrants to some refugee eei^p. After much 
arguing the P3S party left contenting themselves 
to seize all the pi^ovislons -^t had been BtBBsd 
at the bahqiagghx* 8 shipyard, about six trucks 
loads, and arresting Mr. BABOIACOHI. 

On the dth * a party cosiposed of two British and 
one Amerioan , all officers, arrived from CASERTA* 
but soon left without making any decisions. 

The morning of the 7 * an armed mrty of H.M.N, 
composed of one officer and twenty men, all 
armed with automatic weapons came on %• FSDE, 
seized all oharta and nautical instrunonts, took 
possession of the deck and of the englnea x*oom, 
then curtly told PBLDMAIfll to call everybody on 
board as the ship was going to sail for GHIAVAHl, 
where a refugee camp had been set up. 

Again FELXM4ANN refused to obey. For a while it 
looked like serioos troable could net be avoided, 
then the Officer somehow frighted by the very 
hostile attitude of the crowd, gave up and left. 

5. m hunger strike 

A8 a protsst against tee attitude of tee British 





authorities, on the saise erenlng the whole oonraunlty 
went on a hunger strike, strictly ohserred W every 
hoOy, children Included. 

Arrival of flau^old U3KI 

On the night of the 10, Mr. LASKI, AwocatO CANTQNI 
and Signor NAHON arrived at the pier and shortly 
afterwards were joined hy a acitlsh Captain. 

After two hours conference with the boat conmittee, 
orders were issued for the strike he ceased. 

Laski left the same night with the promise to intorvon 
personally with BWIK. 

First news from LASKI were received on the 10 April, 
when the British lahorite wired that he had ample 
hopes to ohtajh from H.M. Qovemment pemlsslon 
for the ship departure, at the same time ho asked 
evezyhody to he patient ahd at least await, before 
making any move, until the 36 April. 

Ihe night of the 26 no comunioatiou from London 
had been received by the cormnlttec. 

Italian Havy intervention 

First the Admiralty Informed FSU&dANN that the 
sailing papers could not be granted to the FSDS! 
as it was their opinion that the boat ooold not 
carry more thatn #$0 people, 
tihen, Admiral UACOiiBI on learning that the ^ows 
had other ships available, had the F£hS skipper 
approached and asked to have some vital parts 
taken away frbm the engines. Having the Skipper 
refused to have an^^iing to do with the sohome, 
a party of Navy Officers came on board and one 
of them BianagOd to sneak away with a putup and a 
fuel injector. 

The damage was easily repaired the next day as 
new parts were obtained in OHNQA, but since then 
no Italian Navy Officer has been seen on the boat. 

A few days before Saster the Skipper was again 
approached by the Admli^lty and promised another 
job and a reward if he would persuade his crew 
to abandon the FBOS. ThQ skipper has refused the 
offer and states that he is ready to make the 
trip to Palestine with or without the British 
blessing. 







III ~ John FKUMAHH iiiifctBim'fe 



1. According to FSLDMANN , tha Jews are very 
disappointed by the way the Allies are handling 
their problem. 

True, they are thanicfull for the assistance they 
have received and are receiving by the Americans 
and the British but they point out that although 
nearly a year has passed since the collapse of 
aerraany, the majority of the Central Europe Jewish 
comunities are still in concentration oanq^s. an 
unbearable condition t even if to-day Alllts 
do their best to maice them forget the years of. 
horrors they gone through* 

S* the Jews to day fear EUROPE, they are convlnoed 
that the Germans have really won their racial war. 

In every country that has been under German occupation, 

antWewish feeling is running high* fhere have 

been pogroms in RUMANIA and HUNGARY, in POLAND 

Jews are being murdered everyday. The Russian authOiH^^ 

have done nothing to put a stop to it; moreover 

many Russian Jews fear the outbreak of racial 

persecutions in the Soviet territoiy. 

In the areas occupied by the Britisn or the Amerieans, 
the local population does show a very hostile attitude 
against the Jews. 

3. Of the 8 millions Jews living in central Europe 
before the outbreaok of the war, only one million 
and half have managed to survive, Iheir Xeadors 
intend to transfer the whole lot in Palestine In 
little over a year* They feel that if left alone 
they can work out an agreement vHHa. the Arabs* 

4. They believe that the main fear of the British 
is that a Jewish State of Palestine will fora a 
spear head of the Soviets in the Middle East, 

FELDMANN denies any leanings on the part of the 
Jews for comimism, admits ^at some of the Jews 
are strong oomunist supporters, but also states 
that once they »11 find themselves In PALESTINE 
all politics will be forgotten. 0). 
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5. All Of fare for the settling of Jewish oommiinlty 
in other parts of the British anpire or In South 
American countries have been turned down. 

Centuries of cruel persecutions have taught the Jews 
their lesson. Ihey all believe that only a free 
PAUiSTINii; can give them a full saourety for ever 
and they are determined to reach their goal at any 
cost. 

6. Italy was chosen as a concentration and sailing 

f oint as the other route , the Balkan one, has proved 
00 difficiat and costly in money and lives. 

Many Jews are today in refugees camps located in 
norther Italy, Turin . Padua eccts. Moreover the 
Jews have found the Italians very sympathetic 
towards them. 



IV. 




1. From different sources It is learnt that other 
Ships of the type are moored in small ports 
of ihe Ligurian coast and more shipment are being 
organized. 

2. It is almost certain that should tlie British 

succeed to seize the , a good part of her 

passengers will be shifted over ni^t to another 
boat* transportation seems to have been already 
found at LA STPE2IA. 

3. The main concentration points in Northern Italy 
are in the province of BBi^CIA and in the sonrouodings 
of PABUiA, fhere '^e Jews arrive in small groups from 
central Europe, incidentally pabua is the cenwe 

of a very prosperous Jewish community. 

To every traveller is Issued a pass written in Hebrew* 
and a few addresses where they will found enou^ help 
to reach the embarkation point. 
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